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LAW ENFORCEMENT 


State to require licenses 
for cops, track force use 


“We share your anger and we share your commitment to change,” New Jersey Attorney General Gurbir Grewal said on Tuesday in announc- 


Attorney General 


ing changes to the state’s policy on use of force by police. Michael Mancuso, NJ Advance Media for The Star-Ledger 


AG’s announcement follows days of protests over death of man in police custody 


Alex Napoliello and S.P. Sullivan For The Star-Ledger 


New Jersey will soon launch a statewide database of 
police use of force and create a licensing system for police 
officers amid national protests over police violence, the 
state’s top law enforcement official said Tuesday. 

The state will also update its police use of force policy 
for the first time in nearly 20 years, create a pilot program 
for “crisis intervention” training for New Jersey officers 
and establish a new team within the state Division on Civil 
Rights to respond to police shootings and other problems, 
according to New Jersey Attorney General Gurbir Grewal. 

The announcement followed days of protests in New 
Jersey and around the country in response to the death of 
George Floyd at the hands of police in Minneapolis. 

“To the thousands of New Jerseyans who assembled 
peacefully this week, let me be clear: We hear you, we see 
you, we respect you,” Grewal said at a Tuesday news briefing 
in Trenton. “We share your anger and we share your commit- 
ment to change.” 

Floyd, a black man, died after a white police officer 


pressed his knee on Floyd’s neck until he stopped breath- 
ing. The officer, Derek Chauvin, was charged with murder, 
but many have called on Minneapolis officials to charge 
the other three officers on the scene who did not intervene. 
Those officers have been fired from the Minneapolis Police 
Department, though they have not been charged criminally. 

Outrage over the incident has sparked protests in cities 
around the U.S. — including here in the Garden State, which 
has seen its share of clashes between police and the commu- 
nities they serve. 

Demonstrations in Newark and Camden remained largely 
peaceful, while protests in Trenton and Atlantic City took 
violent turns. In Asbury Park on Monday night, at least a 
dozen people were arrested, including an Asbury Park Press 
reporter, for failing to disperse after hours of peaceful pro- 
test. The charge against the reporter was dismissed. 

Appearing alongside Gov. Phil Murphy at a daily briefing 
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TRENTON 


Tear-gassing protesters ‘disgraceful, Murphy says 


Alex Napoliello and 
Jonathan D. Salant For The Star-Ledger 


Gov. Phil Murphy called it “disgraceful” that tear gas was 
used to clear mostly peaceful protesters from outside the 
White House on Monday so President Donald Trump could 
pose for photos in front of a church. 

“The notion of using tear gas or smoke devices or rubber 
bullets on peaceful protesters in exchange for a photo op is 
disgraceful,” Murphy, a Democrat, said Tuesday at his daily 
coronavirus briefing in Trenton when a reporter asked him 
about the Republican president’s actions. 

Lafayette Park was cleared Monday of demonstrators 
before the president walked to St. John’s Episcopal Church 
across from the White House. He held up a Bible for photos in 
front of the church, which had been damaged by fire during 
weekend protests. 

Murphy said National Guard members from New Jersey 
are in Washington, D.C., but only to protect federal build- 
ings, monuments and those employees. 


Remembering 
NBA Hall of Famer 
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MEDICAID 


N.J. oversight 
of caregivers fell 
short, feds say 


Audit: State paid $721M 
for insufficient services 


Ted Sherman For The Star-Ledger 


A federal audit to be released this morn- 
ing found New Jersey failed to adequately 
monitor a Medicaid program that pro- 
vides support for long-term care at home, 
in group homes and within assisted living 
facilities, putting health and safety at risk. 

The report by the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services’ Office of 
Inspector General estimated that the state 
made $721 million in payments that did 
not comply with federal and state require- 
ments. 

New Jersey pays managed care organi- 
zations, known as MCOs, to provide long- 
term services and support to Medicaid 
beneficiaries living in home and commu- 
nity-based settings, outside of traditional 
nursing homes. 

But the audit said the state did not do its 
job in making sure those health care pro- 
viders did their job. It found some offered 
only the most basic of services, and omit- 
ted services covered by Medicaid that 
might have been of benefit, such as phys- 
ical and occupational therapy, rehabilita- 
tion and vision and dental services. 

The audit said the failure of those health 
care providers to meet their contracted 
responsibilities “could have resulted in 
beneficiaries not getting the services that 
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RUTGERS SOFTBALL 


Report calls for 
changes after 
abuse alleged 


Keith Sargeant and Matthew Stanmyre 
For The Star-Ledger 


An independent report investigating 
allegations of widespread abuse within the 
Rutgers University softball program found 
some evidence of inappropriate conduct 
by head coach Kristen Butler, but recom- 
mended no disciplinary action for her or 
her coaching staff. 

The seven-month investigation was 
released Tuesday and commissioned by 
Rutgers President Robert Barchi. It called 
for a series of improvements to the pro- 
gram, including better communication 
of expectations of athletes, requiring an 
athletic trainer be present at all practices 
and revisiting school policy on allowing 
spouses to coach the same team, among 
other recommendations. 

The report was the result of an NJ 
Advance Media investigation last October 
that uncovered allegations of widespread 
emotional and physical abuse under Butler 
and her former volunteer assistant coach 
Marcus Smith, Butler’s husband. 

The allegations — based on interviews 
with seven former Rutgers players, par- 
ents and on legal documents obtained by 
NJ Advance Media — included claims that 
players endured dangerous conditioning 
sessions that regularly left them in distress, 
while being subjected to wide-ranging 
physical and emotional abuse. The report 
also claimed Rutgers athletics director Pat- 
rick Hobbs and deputy director of athlet- 


“They were not part of that yesterday,” the governor said President Donald Trump walks past police Monday in Lafayette Park in 
Tuesday, referencing the incident with the protesters. Washington, D.C. The area had been forcefully cleared of demonstrators 
that evening before Trump visited a church to have his picture taken. 
Patrick Semansky, Associated Press 


ics Sarah Baumgartner failed to adequately 
address the alleged abuse even after 
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